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Ȱ7ÏÒË ÔÈÁÔ ÄÅÐÒÉÖÅÓ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÉÒ 
childhood, their potential and their dignity, 
and that is harmful to physical and 
mental developmentȢȱ

According to the International Labour Organization 
(ILO), child labour is:

Definition of child labour 



Examples of prohibited activities 
for children in the cocoa industry
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Use of 
sharp tools

Carrying 
heavyloads

Exposure to 
agro-chemicals

Night work Working 
long hours



Scale of child labour in cocoa

160

112

million 2

million 2

child labourers globally

child labourers in 
agriculture globally

Not unique to cocoa, but 
cocoa-ÓÐÅÃÉÆÉÃ ÄÒÉÖÅÒÓȣ

ÅLabour intensive crop

ÅSmallholder farms

ÅFragmented supply-chain

ÅMigration

ÅLow yields & low farmer income

ÅPoverty

ÅPoor social infrastructure

... and both a 
symptom and cause 
of an unsustainable 
supply-chain.

1 NORC, 2020. Assessing Progress in Reducing Child Labor in Cocoa Production in 
#ÏÃÏÁ 'ÒÏ×ÉÎÇ !ÒÅÁÓ ÏÆ #ĖÔÅ Äȭ)ÖÏÉÒÅ ÁÎÄ 'ÈÁÎÁȢ
2 UNICEF: Global estimates, 2020, trends and the road forward
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child labourers in cocoa in 
#ĖÔÅ Äȭ)ÖÏÉÒÅ Ǫ 'ÈÁÎÁ1

child labourers in 
agriculture in Africa

1.56
million

61
million
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!ÃÃÏÒÄÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ),/ȭÓ Guidelines Concerning 
the Measurement of Forced Labor, forced child 
labour is defined as: 

working because of a penalty (or the threat 
of one) from someone other than the 
parent. This could be a threat to the child or 
to the parent. At times children are forced to 
work because their parents themselves are 
in forced labour. It may also include work 
performed in the following worst forms of 
child labour: all forms of slavery or practices 
similar to slavery, debt bondage, 
prostitution, and the use, procuring or 
offering of a child for illicit activities. 

Definition of forced 
child labour
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Scale of forced labour in cocoa

of working children 
are forced to work by 
someone other than 
a parent
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Forced labour in cocoa affects both adults and children.

of adults in cocoa 
areforced to work

estimated forced 
child labourers 

estimated forced 
adult labourers 

estimated total people 
in forced labour

9,000
forced adult 
labourers in 
#ĖÔÅ Äȭ)ÖÏÉÒÅ

<1%

<0.4%29,000

13,300

16,000
14,000

forced child 
labourers in 

Ghana

3,700
forced adult 
labourers in 

Ghana

2,000
forced child 
labourers in 
#ĖÔÅ Äȭ)ÖÏÉÒÅ

Source: Walk Free Foundation, 2018. The Prevalence of Forced Labour and 
#ÈÉÌÄ ,ÁÂÏÕÒ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ #ÏÃÏÁ ÓÅÃÔÏÒÓ ÏÆ 3ÅÃÔÏÒÓ ÏÆ #ĖÔÅ Äȭ)ÖÏÉÒÅ ÁÎÄ 'ÈÁÎÁȢ
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Purpose of the Handbook

ÅPromote a common understanding of human 
rights risks and impacts in the cocoa sector, with 
a focus on child labour and forced labour

ÅProvide clarity on how companies can 
operationalise OECD risk-based due diligence to 
prevent and address risks related to human rights in 
the cocoa supply chain, with a focus on child labour 
and forced labour

ÅReflect how different supply chain actors, taking 
into consideration company size, context of 
operations and position in the supply chain, can 
support effective due diligence implementation

ÅReference leading multi-stakeholder/industry or 
policy initiatives including existing tools and 
approaches
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OECD Due Diligence


